
27

In the 1869 Post Office directory, John Ambrose is listed 
as a beer retailer. In the 1871 census he is listed at the 
Prince of Wales and is occupation given as publican. John, 
aged 55 is there with his wife Eliza aged 52 and their two 
children Eliza and Charles. Perhaps the Ambrose’s stay was 
short lived as the pub was put up for let in 1872:

In 1877, Charles Hinkins is listed 
as a Beer retailer in the Post Office 
directory In 1881 Charles Hinkins 
(49) and his wife Mary are listed 
at the Prince of Wales. They are 
there with their daughter Emma 
(24). Charles is described as the 
publican and also as a agricultural 
labourer. In comparison to some 
of the other pubs in the village 
the Prince of Wales, appears to 
be a quiet place to have a drink. 
In 1887 there is one mention of 
the Prince of Wales in the press, 
but only as Mrs Hinkins made a 
statement when the landlord of the 
Swan was in trouble for allowing 
drunkeness on the premises.

The Prince of Wales
Rectory Road

The first entry for the Prince of 
Wales in the Bluntisham census 
is in 1861, when Stephen Cox 
(52) is listed as as the publican 
of the Prince of Wales. He is 
there with his sons James and 
Thomas, daughters Louisa and 
Susanna. Stephen Cox, died in 
1862 in the village and by 1871 
the pub had changed hands. 

They are again listed in 1891 census, this time with their 
grandson Burley Carter aged 6. In 1901 Mary is no 
longer listed, she passed away in 1897. Charles, now 
70, is listed, along with his sister Charlotte Groom (66) 
and his brother in law John Groom (70). In the 1911 
Census, Charles now 82 is still listed, but now with 
more of his extended family. Son William, daughter 
Elizabeth (42), her husband Alfred Hook and four of 
Charles’ grandchildren. Charles is listed in the 1914 
Kellys directory as being a beer retailer. Charles 
passed away in the village in 1915. 
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In April 1920 the pub is put up for sale:

In the 1921 cenus, William Edwards (35) who’s occupation 
is given as bricklayer, is living at the Prince of Wales, with 
his wife Jessie and children Walter and Francis. He is not 
listed as being a publican, however we can assume that he 
was, as in 1926 the licence passed to his widow Jessie;

In the 1939 register, Henry C Baker is living at the Prince 
of Wales and is described as a bootmaker and a licenced 
victualler. He is with his wife Marjorie and son Frederick. 
Henry was still in place in 1941, when a bonfire in Rectory 
Road made headlines:

It’s not recorded when Henry Baker left the pub, but in 1970 
an advert was placed in the local press for an Evening 
Barmaid:

Another announcement is published in 1973, to announce 
that Carol and John were opening their new bar: 

The pub closed it’s doors in 2015 and is now a private 
residence. 
The pub sign sits proudly in the Village Hall in Bluntisham as 
a reminder of the pub that served the village for over one 
hundred and fifty years.
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