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Once again in the 1851 census, there is no reference to 
the name of the pub. 

The pub does appear in the 1861 census. John Richards 
(48) and his wife Annie, along with their children are now 
all living at the premises. John is described as Carpenter 
and Publican. In 1863 the pub is under the ownership of 
the Compact Brewery of St Ives and along with 31 other 
pubs is put up for sale in August 1863. 

The Three Horseshoes
Wood End

As with other pubs, finding them in the 1841 
census is a challenge. However the pub was part 
of the Pumfret Brewery chain and was put up 
for sale in 1849.

 

In the 1869 Post Office Directory, Annie Richards is 
listed as a Beer Retailer and there is no mention of her 
husband John. In the 1871 census Annie is recorded as 
still living on the premises with three of her children. Her 
occupation is listed as Publican. Its not clear when Annie 
left, she appears in Nottinghamshire in the 1881 census. 
In Bluntisham there are new people listed at the pub. 

The 1881 census has William Laud, (31) his wife Sarah 
(40) and son John living at the premises. William is 
listed as Innkeeper and Gardener. However they are 
not still there in 1891 and the owning brewery Marshalls 
Brewery have the pub up for rent: 

Again in 1901 there is no Three Horseshoes listed. The 
same is the case in 1921, but there is a reference to 
a closed pub in Ernest S Ward’s book - Bluntisham a 
Village Remembered, where he writes “The Star Brewery 
at Wood End which was owned by Mr Blunt”. In the 
1921 census William Blunt is listed in Wood End but his 
occupation is listed as being Agricultural Engine Driver. 
There is no mention in any part of the census entry that 
the pub was still operating. This is confirmed 

Village Pubs	 BLUNTISHAM HERITAGE PROJECT	

Cambridge independent Press August 1849



by the fact that Mr Blunt returned the licence to the Star 
Brewery in 1923. 

In the 1939 Register Mr Blunt is no longer registered at 
the same location. Instead there is a Cecil R Tebbutt and 
his wife living at Heath House. In the Tony Rowell article 
he mentions Cecil Tebbutt: 

“Mr Cecil Tebbutt lives in the big house opposite which 
at one time was another public house; the cellars still 
being there” 

Again, local resident Nora Crick, can recall Mr Tebbutt 
living at the house and that he was a great sportsman. 
Heath House still stands in Wood End. 
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